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Friends and Fellow Countrymen.! | 


| * 

UNLEs S we are greatly deceived, the 
Time is approaching when the Object for 
which we ſtruggle is likely to come with 

in our Reach.—That a Nation like Bri- 
tain! ſhould be free, it. is requiſite only 
that Britons ſhould will it to become fo ; 
that ſuch ſhould be their Will, the Abuſes 
"0 


— 
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of our Ariſtocratic Enemies, ſufficiently 
witneſs —Confident i in the Purity of our 
Motives, and in the Juſtice of our Cauſe, 
let us meet Falſehood with Proofs, and 
Hypocriſy with Plainneſs: Let us per- 
_— in declaring our Principles, and 


Miſrepreſentatien will meet its due Re- 
ward Contempt. 


9 


In this View the Artifices of a late 
ARISTOCRATIC Ass0CIATION, formed on 
the 2oth Inſtant, call for a few Remarks, 
- on account of the Declaration they have 
| publiſhed relative to other Clubs and So- 
cieties formed in this Nation. It is true, 
that this Meeting of Gentlemen (for ſo 
they ſtyle themſelves) have mentioned no 
Names, inſtanced no Facts, quoted no 
Authorities; but they take upon them- 
ſelves to aſſert, that bodies of their 


Country- 


(4-3 
Countrymen have been aſſociated pro- 
felling Opinions favourable to the 
RIGHTS of MAN, to LIBERTY, and 
EQUALITY ; and moreover, that thoſe 
Opinions are conveyed -in the Terms NO 
KING! NO PARLIAMENT !—S0 
much for their Aſſertions. 


I this be intended to include the So- 
cieties to which we reſpectively belong, 
we here in the moſt ſ olemn manner deny 
the latter Part of the Charge; while in 
admitting the former, we claim the Pri- 
vilege, and glory in the Character of 
Britons. Whoever ſhall attribute to us 
(who wiſh only. the Reſtoration of the 
loſt Liberties of our Country) the ex- 
preſſions of No KinG! No PARLIAMENT: 
or any Deſign of invading the PROPER- 


TY of other Men, is guilty of a wilful, 
an 


1 


an impudent, and a malicious Falſe- 
hood. 


We know and are ſenſible that the 
Wages of every Man are his Right; that 
Difference of Strength, of Talents, and of 
Induſtry, ot and ought to afford proportional 


Diſtinctions of Property, which, when ac- 
quired and confirmed by the Laws, is 
ſacred and inviolable. We defy the moſt 
flaviſh and malevolent Man in the Meet- 


ing of the 2oth Inſtant, to bring the re- 
moteſt Proof to the Contrary. If there 


be no Proof, we call upon them to Juſtify 


an inſidious Calumny, which ſeems in- 


_ vented only to terrify Independent Britons 


from reclaiming the Rightful Conſtitution 
of their Country. | 


We admit and we declare, that we are 
Friends to CIVIL LIBERTY, and there- 


fore 
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fore to NATURAL EQUALITY, both 
of which we conſider as the RIGHTS of 
MANKIND.---Could we believe them to 
be in direct oppoſition to the Laws of 
this Land,” we ſhould bluſh to find our- 
ſelves among the Number of its Inhabi- 
tants; but we are perſuaded that the 
Abuſes of the Conſtitution will never paſs 
current for its true Principles, ſince we 
are told in its firſt Charter that all are 
EQUAL in the Sight of the Law, which 
« ſhall neither be fold nor refuſed, nor de- 
layed, lo any Free Man whatſoever.” 
Should it ever happen that « RicuT and 
JusTice” are oppoled by Expence, by 
Refuſal, or by Delay, THEN 1s THIS PRIN- 
CIPLE OF EQUALITY VIOLATED, AND WE 
ARE NO LONGER FREEMEN. 


Such are our Notions of thoſe Rights, 
which it is boldly maintained are “ incon- 


fiftent 
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ſiſtent with the Well-being of - Society.” But 
| let us not ſuffer Men, who avow no Prin- 
E ciples of Liberty, whole favourite Cry is 
INEQUALITY OF PROPERTY, to 
eſtrange others of our Countrymen from 
aiding us in ſerving the Community, and 
from recovering to the Nation that Share 
of its Sovereignty, which has unhappily 
been ſacrificed to CORRUPT COUR- 
TIERS and intriguing BOUROUGH- 
MONGERS. navy 


If our Laws and Conſtitution be juſt 
and wiſe in their Origin and their Prin- 
ciple, every Deviation from them as firſt 
eſtabliſhed muſt be injurious, to the Peo- 
ple, whoſe Perſons and Property were 
then ſecured ; if at the Revolution, this 
Country was adequately repreſented, it 
is now ſo no longer; and therefore calls 


aloud for the REFORM. 


If 
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Ik it be true that the People of Bri- 
tain are ſuperior to other nations, is it 
that our Takes are leſs burthenſome, or 
that our Proviſions are leſs expenſive? 
Is it from the various Productions of our 
Soil that we are rich? Is it owing to 
the Majority of our Numbers that we 
are ſtrong ? Certainly not ! France has 
the Advantage in all theſe Reſpects, and 
up to this Period ſhe has never been our 
ſuperior in Wealth, in Power, in Ta- 
lents, or in Virtues. But let us not de- 
ceive ourſelves, the difference between 
us and that Nation, was, formerly, that 
our Monarchy was limited while their's 
was abſolute; that the Number of our 
Ariſtocracy did not equal the Thouſandth 
Part of their's; that we had Trial byJury 
while they had none; that our Perſons 
were protected by the Laws, while their 
Lives were at the Mercy of every titled 


Indivi- 
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Individual We therefore had that to 
fight for which to them was unknown, 
ſince we were .MEN while they were 


SLAVES. 


The ſcene indeed has changed: Like 
our brave Anceſtors of the laſt Century, 
they have driven out the Family that 
would have deſtroyed them.; they have 
ſcattered the Mercenaries who invaded 
their Freedom, and have broken their 
« Chains on the Heads of their Oppreſ- 
* ſors.” If, during this conflict with 
military Aſſaſſins and domeſtic Traitors, 
Cruelty and Revenge have ariſen among 
a few Inhabitants of the Capital, let us 
lament theſe effects of a bloody and ty- 
rannous MANIFESTO ; but let us leave 
to the hypocritical Pretenders to Humanity 
the Taſk of blackening the Misfortune, 

| an 
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and attributing to a whole Nation the | 
Al of an pg Populace. 


As we have never yet been caſt ſo low 
at the Foot of Deſpotiſm, ſo is it not re- 
quiſite that we ſhould appeal to the ſame 
aweful Tribunal with our Brethern on 
the Continent. May our Enmities be 
written in Sand, but may our Rights be 
engraven on Marble! We deſire to 
overthrow no Property but what has 
been raiſed on the RUINS OF OUR 
LIBERTY ! We look with Reverence 
on the landed and commercaal Intereſts 
of our Country ; ; but we view with Ab- 
horrence that MONOPOLY of BUR- 
GAGE TENURES, unwarranted by 


Law or Reaſon in this or any other Na- 
tion in Europe. 


Let us then continue with Patience and 
F irmneſs 
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Firmneſs, in the Path which is begun; 
let us then wait and watch the enſuing 
Parliament, from whom we have much 
to hope and little to fear. The Houſe 
of Commons may have been the Source 
of our Calamity, it may prove that of 
our Deliverance. Should it not, we truſt” 
we ſhall not prove unworthy our Fore- 
fathers, WHOSE EXERTIONS IN THE 
CAUSE OF MANKIND 'SO WELL DE. 
SERVE OUR 6 ae | 


MAE, Chair nan. 5 
8 Han px Y , Se HEAR. 


_ Nov: 295 1701. 
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December 7, 1798. 


INCREDIBLE as it may appear, 
WM. CARTER, the Bill-Sticker, is now 
in confinement, under the commitment 
of Sir Samſon Wright, for poſting the 
above Addreſs! Moderation itſelf, it 
ſeems, can no longer procure a hearing 
for the real Friends of their Country. 
— The Prack and PENSION Society, of 
the Crown and Anchor, are not only 
permitted to monopolize Abuſe, but alſo 
to enjoy the excluſive Privilege of aſſert- 
ing all manner of Falſehood, without the 
poſſibility of contradiction. | 


The Bill-Sticker, however, will this 
Day beliberated upon Bail, and a Subſcrip- 
tion is opened for the purpoſe of bring- 
3 3 ä ing 


AN ru tro, . 


5 \ \ÞG 9 ; | 
ing this important Caſe before a Jury of 
Engliſhmen. _ 
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